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Students of the Month - 

November 

List compiled by HCS Staff 

Kindergarten Malcolm 
Porter 

Grade One Calia Nowlan 

Grade Two Cash Harris 

Grade Three Cameron 

Harris 

Grade Four Robbie 

Rideout 

Grade Five Vada 

Bradstreet 

Grade Six Jaelle Crouse 

Grade Seven Madeline Kee 

Grade Eight Kamryn 

Doherty 

Grade Nine Gerry 

Cervantes 

Grade Ten Tyson 

Johnston 

Grade Eleven Melynda Keith 

Grade Twelve Gage Lusky 

 

Sportsmanship/Fair Play 

Award 

List compiled by HCS Staff 

 

 

A Very COVID Holiday 

By Abigail Noble, Grade 12 

This year, citizens all over the world will be facing a holiday season 

like no other. Santa hats will be accompanied by non-medical 

masks, and gloved hands will be coated in sanitizer. 

With the holiday season comes the end of the strange year that most 

of us want to forget. Before we shoo 2020 away, however, I 

challenge the residents of Carleton County to embrace the spirit that 

makes the holidays so special, regardless of the hardships we have 

faced in the past months. 

 For many, the holidays are a time of joy and laughter. Families join 

together under the swell of winter’s chill to fill their stomachs and 

hearts with warmth. Are we going to let a virus get in the way of 

the making of new memories? I think not!  

Though you may not be able to physically be with family this 

holiday, know that you are not alone - There are millions around 

the world in the same sleigh as you.  

If anything, this pandemic has taught us the value of true human 

connection. When this is over, rabid embraces will ensue. For now, 

though, a smile and a wave will go a long way.  

Stay safe, and have a very Happy Holidays! 

 

 

 

 

 

Female Amanda 
Samarita 

Male Jayden Peck 
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Last Day for Students 

By Abigail Noble, Grade 12 

The last day of school for 

students is December 18, 

2020. A Holiday break will 

be in effect until January 4, 

2021.  

Everyday and day two 

students will return on 

January 4, and day one 

students will return on 

January 5.  

Schedules for day one and 

day two students can be 

found on the homepage of the 

school website: 

https://secure1.nbed.nb.ca/sit

es/ASD-

W/hcs/Pages/default.aspx  

Have a jolly, safe Holidays!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The True Meaning of Christmas 

By Alaska Anderson, Grade 10 

Most people think that Christmas is about giving and receiving, but 

what if it means a little more? You have probably heard the story of 

St. Nicholas, but have you heard the real story of Christmas?  

The story started about 2,000 

years ago (6 B.C) in a tiny 

village called Bethlehem. The 

Lord appeared to Joseph while 

he was sleeping and declared: 

“Joseph, son of David, do not 

be afraid to take Mary as your 

wife, for she will have a child 

from the Holy Spirit, and you 

should call Him Jesus. The man that Mary will bear will save 

people from their sins.” Then, the Lord went to Mary. “Mary, you 

will bear a son and you should call Him Immanuel (God with us).” 

Joseph arose from sleep and took Mary as his wife.  

However, a slight problem arose in the country of Judea. Herod, the 

king at the time, had heard about this baby boy – The supposed 

“King of Kings” - and that he was to be born in Bethlehem. Herod 

had seen the star in the east and told three wise men to follow the 

star to the boy.  

The three wise men brought gold, myrrh, and frankincense. When 

they arrived in Bethlehem, they bowed and worshiped the infant 

king. The wise men did not report back to Herod, infuriating him.  

To protect the boy from Herod’s wrath, Mary, Joseph, and Jesus 

were told to leave Bethlehem as quickly as possible and go to 

Egypt. When Herod passed, it was safe to return to Israel.   
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The Backpack 

Committee 

By the HCS Backpack 

Committee 

The Backpack 
Committee has 

been working to 

ensure that 

students from 

HCS have access 

to food over their weekend 

breaks. The backpack is the 

choice vehicle used to transport 

food home at end of the school 

week.  

The committee has worked to 

provide economical and 

nutritious options for families, 

that have come to our attention, 

who may be in food insecure 
positions. If you or someone you 

know would like to participate 

in such a program, please reach 

out to one of the committee 

members. We are always willing 

to add more families. 

As a committee, we have taken 

our lead from similar programs 

in the area. Last year, we were 

able to secure a grant from the 

NB Children’s Foundation to 

begin this program.  

 

I don’t know your plans for Christmas, but I just wanted to remind 

you of the true meaning of Christmas – God. God sent his Son – a 

king born on Christmas day – to save the world from sin. 

Remember Christ-mas. 

Holiday Baking 

By Sabrina Samuel, Grade 11 

Sugar Cookies  

Ingredients 

2 ¾ cups of flour                        1 ½ cups of white sugar 

1 teaspoon of baking soda          1 egg 

½ teaspoon of baking powder    1 teaspoon of vanilla extract 

1 cup of butter, softened 

Instructions  

1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees. In a small mixing bowl, stir 

together the flour, baking soda and baking powder. (Set this aside) 

2. In a large bowl, cream the butter and sugar together until smooth. 

Beat the egg and vanilla in the mixture. Gradually add in the dry 

ingredients.  

3. Roll about a teaspoon of dough into balls set them onto a cookie 

sheet. 

4. Bake 8-10 minutes or until golden. Let them stand for 2 minutes 

before transferring them to a cooling rack. 
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We have been partnering with 

ValuFoods who help with 

ordering and keeping our 

supplies stocked. 

As we move forward, we are 

investigating other options for 

partnerships in hopes to assist 

with our food supply and 

healthy food options for the 

upcoming new year. We are 

currently accepting monetary 

donations to help this program. 

Donations of $20 dollars or 

more will be supplied with a 

receipt for Income Tax 

purposes. 

Christmas Crafts 

By Abigail Noble, Grade 12 

Are you looking to spice up 

the holiday season with some 

handmade crafts? Look no 

further! 

Sit down with your family 

and try some crafts from 

CrazyLittleProjects. From 

crafty Christmas trees to 

snowy snowmen, you can fill 

your home with an array of 

decorations.  

 

 

Whole Wheat Gingerbread Cookies 

Ingredients 

1 ½ cups of sugar                  1 cup whole wheat flour 

1 cup of butter, softened       2 teaspoons baking soda 

1/3 cup of molasses              ½ teaspoon of salt 

1 egg                                      2 teaspoons of ginger 

2 ¼ cups all purpose flour     2 teaspoons of cinnamon 

Instructions 

1. In a large bowl, beat the sugar and butter together until light and 

fluffy. Add the molasses and egg then blend well. Stir in all purpose 

and whole wheat flour, baking soda, salt, ginger and cinnamon  

2. Heat oven to 350 degrees. Lightly flour your surface and roll out 

¼ of the dough at a time to about a 1/3 thickness. Keep other dough 

refrigerated. Cut out with gingerbread boy and girl cookie cutters.  

3. Place an inch apart on a cookie sheet and bake for 6-9 minutes. 

Remove from the cookie sheets and let cool completely.  

4. Then, do some decorating! 
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Instructions, materials, and 

photos can be found on this 

website: 

https://crazylittleprojects.com

/christmas-crafts-for-kids/  

Holiday Jokes 

By Abigail Noble, Grade 12 

Are you looking to add some 

levity to this year’s holiday 

season? Here are some jokes 

that are sure to tickle your 

fancy! 

What did the grumpy sheep 

say when his friend wished 

him a Merry Christmas? 

Baaaa Humbug! 

What do you get when you 

cross a snowman with a 

vampire? 

Frostbite.  

This Month in History – Holiday Edition 

By Sammy Vail, Grade 12 

Facts 

❖ Held in mid-December, the Roman festival of Saturnalia 
honored the agricultural god Saturn. During Saturnalia, 

work of all kinds stopped, plenty of gatherings were held, 

people decorated their homes and dressed in colorful 
clothing, and gifts like candles and terracotta figures called 

Sigillaria were exchanged. Slaves were also allowed to stop 

working and join the festivities. Saturnalia was a sort of 
precursor to Christmas, as many traditions were passed 

from one holiday to the next when the Roman Empire 

started practicing Christianity. 

 
❖ The birth of Christ wasn’t December 25th: instead, the day 

we celebrate Christmas probably comes from Saturnalia—it 

was the day of the winter solstice according to the Julian 
calendar. 

 

 

❖ Why do we have Christmas trees? Even before the advent 
of Christmas or Christianity, people used evergreens as a 

symbol of life, safety, and warmth in the coldest days of 

winter. For example, the ancient Egyptians filled their 
homes with green palm rushes to celebrate their sun god 

Ra’s return to health and the triumph of life over death. In 

the 16th century, German Christians would begin bringing 

evergreen trees into their homes that were decorated with 
candles. When the Christmas tree first reached North 

America in the 17th century it was seen as “pagan”, and 

therefore unadopted until the early 19th century.  
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What do gingerbread men 

use when they break their 

legs? 

Candy canes.  

Visit this website for more 

jokes: 

https://www.rd.com/list/christ

mas-jokes-for-kids/  

Classic Holiday Specials 

 
By Tori Ross, Grade 12 

 
It’s the holiday season! Seasonal 

goodies and treats, cold nights, 

pajamas, snow, and holiday 

specials.  

This issue, I’ll gift you this list 
of the nicest holiday specials.   

  

• Rudolph the Red-

Nosed Reindeer 

(1964)  
The holiday favorite about a 

misfit reindeer who ends up 

saving Christmas one stormy 

winter night actually began as a 

children’s poem before 

morphing into the classic 

Christmas tune penned by 

Johnny Marks.  

 
 

 

  

The publication of an illustration of Queen Victoria and the 
royal family standing around a Christmas tree helped it 

start gaining the popularity it has today; as well, Christmas 

trees gained new types of ornaments, one of the most 

significant of these being electric Christmas lights. 

Famous December Birthdays 

❖ Walt Disney – December 5, 1901 

❖ Billie Eilish – December 18, 2001 

❖ Marie Tussaud – December 7, 1761 

❖ Stan Lee – December 28, 1922 
❖ Taylor Swift – December 13, 1989 

❖ Emily Dickinson – December 10, 1830 

❖ Finn Wolfhard – December 23, 2002 
❖ Nostradamus – December 14, 1503 

❖ Timothée Chalamet – December 27, 1995 

Have a happy, historic holiday HCS! 

 

How Hallmark Movies Benefit the Human Mind 

By Layney Ross, Grade 10 

Hallmark movie storylines are a staple Christmas tradition. Girl (or 

guy) meets someone, grow close, and fall in love. Even if the 

writers change the characters, actors, town, or music, we still find 
entertainment while watching these movies. You could almost 

categorize Hallmark movies as their own film archetype because 

they are all arguably the same. This begs the question: Why do we 

love Hallmark if all their movies follow the same rubric?  
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• A Charlie Brown 

Christmas (1965) 
You can thank Charles M. 

Schulz and his famous Peanuts 

comic strip for giving us this 

holiday classic. A Charlie 

Brown Christmas follows our 

favorite member of the Peanuts 

gang as he looks for the true 

reason for the season amidst all 

the gift giving and decorating.  

  

• How the Grinch 

Stole Christmas 

(1966)  
Dr. Seuss’ beloved tale of a 

Grinch who tried to take away 

Christmas from the residents of 

Whoville first aired on CBS in 
1966.  

  

• Frosty the 

Snowman (1969)  
You probably know the song off 

which this TV special is based. 

Rankin and Bass brought Frosty 
the Snowman to life in 1969 on 

CBS. 

  

•  Santa Claus Is 

Coming to Town 

(1970)  
Another Rankin/Bass classic, 

this story was also based off a 

Christmas song, one written 

decades before the special ever 

made it to air. The tune was first 

introduced in 1934. 

  

According to Pamela Rutledge, director of the Media Psychology 
Research Center and behavioral scientist, the formula of Hallmark 

movie plots takes us on an emotional journey. In fact, it can be 

beneficial in a stressful time like the Christmas season. Therefore, 
we keep coming back for more! Viewing common traditions and 

beliefs play out in a make-believe world knowing that everything 

will turn out all right in the end is mentally stimulating. The human 
brain loves patterns and predictability. Thus, story arcs that we 

recognize from fairy tales offer comfort by displaying a simple life, 

calming a stressful situation and making it more manageable.  

The absence of movie 

wow factors that have 
become a “hallmark” of 

most Christmas movies 

(sorry, had to do that there) 
are forgiven by consumers 

and producers for a simple 

reason: The lack of reality 

- from plot to production – 
classifies these films as 

Escapism Entertainment. Escapism Entertainment is a diversion 

of the mind to imagine an activity that pulls you out of reality. After 
a stressful day of shopping for Christmas presents, it will soothe the 

mind to curl up on the couch in comfortable pajamas and fuzzy 

socks, hold a cup of hot cocoa, and turn on a Hallmark movie. 

Hallmark movies provide simplistic solutions to variants of stress 

that the holidays can bring, such as family issues, isolation, or 
financial pressures. Because of the increased stress and bizarre 

nature of this past year, Hallmark movies are essential to the 

upcoming holiday season. If you dislike Hallmark movies, watch 

one after reading this and see how you feel.  

Have a Merry Christmas! 
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The story follows Kris, an 

orphan who grew up with elves 

and goes against the town’s big 
bad ruler by delivering toys to 

children in secret.  

 

• Jack Frost (1979)  
This Rankin/Bass favorite first 

aired in 1979 on NBC. The story 

follows Jack Frost, an immortal 

winter sprite who turns human 

to be with the girl he loves but 

must reassume his identity and 
regain his powers to defeat an 

evil adversary and protect the 

town of January Junction.   

  

• A Garfield 

Christmas (1987)  
This holiday favorite follows 

Jim Davis' beloved orange 

feline. Garfield gets drug out of 

the house and into the rural 
barnhouse belonging to Jon's 

Parents and Grandmother. 

Garfield, although a bit of a 

Scrooge, makes an unlikely 

friend and discovers his 

Christmas spirit.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Holidays HCS! 
From: Santa 
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2nd Place – Mrs. 

Guthrie’s Homeroom – 

10A 

3rd Place – Mr. 

Everett’s Homeroom – 

12C 

Ms. Palmer’s 

Homeroom – 10B 

Mr. Allison’s Homeroom 

– 12A 

Ms. Porter’s 

Homeroom – 11B 

Door Decorating Contest – High School 

By Abigail Noble, Grade 12 

Pictured below are various classroom doors decorated by HCS high school students for the annual Door 

Decorating contest.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Place – Mrs. 

Hovey’s Homeroom – 

12B 

3rd Place – Mrs. 

Gallagher’s 

Homeroom – 11A 
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